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• Data sources poor 
• 47 species of fish in lake or tributaries (8 exotic – e.g., 

goldfish & catfish) 
• Lake is a place as both a: 

– Migration route 
– Residence 

• Pressures 
– Catch 
– Habitat 

• Competition 
• Environment (water, bed, vegetation) 

 
 



• Customary – achieving fulfilment 

• Commercially Sustainable 

– Shortfin eel – 122 t TACC (Longfin  negligible) 

–  Flounder – variable catch (FLA3 ave 1700t) 
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The objectives and indicators for the tuna/eel 
fishery from the MPI Annual Review of 
Freshwater Fisheries 2011/12 



Management 

• Output 

– Restrictions on catch  

• Input 

– Restrictions on gear type and use 

• Habitat management 

– Lake opening regime 

– Habitat restoration 



Measuring to 
manage? 

• Need a coherent, consistent and integrated monitoring 
programme for Lake and tributary fisheries.  

• Data needed:  
– size, distribution and abundance of key species.  
– pest species and their impact on indigenous fish and 

habitat 
– Habitat health and change 

• All data gathered should be publicly accessible. 
• Research: 

– Habitat requirements for key species need to be better 
refined 

– Robust monitoring tools for all the above 


