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EXAMPLE PROJECT 
There are concerns that the Silverstream catchment is contributing to poor water quality at the 

Coe’s Ford Recreation Reserve in the Selwyn River, a tributary of Te Waihora/Lake Ellesmere.   

The ideal place to start restoration is at the top of the catchment with best practice riparian 

management as the first step. With a view to better optimise possible management options, 

Canterbury University is already conducting (under their own funding) research aimed at 

developing techniques to enhance the benefits of riparian fencing and planting such as; 

o reducing the impacts of nutrients in streams (e.g. providing organic matter for food and 

nutrient processing and controlling temperature regimes) 

o stream rehabilitation  (e.g. improving hydrology, removing sediment, replacing lost aquatic 

species) 

o Reducing aquatic weeds which accumulate sediment and add little to aquatic diversity 

 The CIW start up project will assist with the implementation of best riparian management 

practice along the research stream, in association with the University of Canterbury research. 

This project aims to: Improve riparian management, Reduce in-stream nitrate levels, Improve 

in-stream habitat by; reducing sediment inputs; removing sediment legacy, Increase riffle/pools 

by addition of boulders, Control in-stream nuisance macrophytes 

It is believed that by achieving these aims, we will improve water quality, improve in-stream 

habitat and open the way for increased aquatic diversity and ecosystem health. 

 

 

Partnership Vision: 

A sustainable dairy industry is part of 

healthy functioning ecosystems that 

together enrich the lives of all  

New Zealanders 
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Collaborating, empowering and engaging communities 
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Thank you and any questions? 

Visit FonterraLivingWater.com or email tewaihora@fonterra.com   

mailto:tewaihora@fonterra.com

